


: ge gs. % 
Sa ? : & é ; 
oy o A ge 29% 
: : b : “ * 
e+ . 
’ 2 


yf 


« 


| Vel. VI. Numb. } 


bBSERVATOR 


Th of Recruiting the Arniy with Voluntiers. 


Voluntiers better than prefs'd Men, mor? 





ufefiul, an lefs chargeable. 


From Saturday, March 1. to TleDnesday, March 5. 1705. 





rOW, Matter, if you pleafe, 
your Thoughts on recruiting 
the Army’: 


‘Roger, you and I may fpeak to pleafe 
2 ce Should a poor Man {peak the Senfe 
I a Philofopher, a Divine, a Lawyer, or of 
a accomplifh’d States-man, he can't be heard ; 
he Naturals are full Cry againft him: What 
ive we to do in this Age with Judgment, 
Reafon, and Confideration? . If a Great Man 
(as they call the Heads of Parties ) does but 
jam a Dream, immediately tis turn d into 
,Vifion; the Dreamer 1s 1n pee with I know 
wot what, and the Make-a-Noife-Toms of the 
Party are infpir’d with the Spinit of Accla- 
mation. . Thus is the Voice o eafon drown- 
«in the unharmonious univerfal Noife ; and 
Projects founded on fundamental Principles, 
are ae by the Connundrumsof Men of 
terelt. : ce 
"Tho we admire tall proper Men, yet Pig- 
vies are not to be defpis'd, for they are of the 
ime Species: If they are ftunted in their 
. Mid Growth of Intereft, *tis what they can’t help, 
ani perhaps don’t deferve.. The little Man has 
many Timesa bigger Share of Brains, than 
the great Man, and that’s one Reafon why 
the great Men are for beating em out. We 
have read of a poor Man that fav’d a Cty, 
but we never heard of a rich Man that did fo: 
And without Doubt, that poor Man was de- 
hisd of his Neighbours, “Tis admirable to 
a genexous Plant fructify in a barren Soil ; 
and yet-the Populace rather adimire a Plant on 
the Court Dunghil, tho’ pare nothin 
it a. Pumpion, tor this Reafon only, becaufe 
itis much bigger than a Golden Pippin, but 
whichis the better Fruit, Gentlemen?” 
-Idon’t love to have Magna Charta cram dor 
pinch’din any Bill, and therefore I fhall give 
ghts of recruiting the Army by Vo- 
‘1 img Body, thofe that 
and thofe that will not, 
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“Tie g eat Difficulties the “Recruiters ‘meet 
with, efpechall r for thofe Regiments now int 
Service Abroad, is vifible to every one: And 
tho’ the late Acts of Parliament have done 
fome Service therein, ( being equally beneficial 
tothe Country, by ridding them of the dif- 
rte Gas idle Sort of People, and keeping’ 
et 


emain, to their good Behaviour, un-' 
; i e Treatment) yet 


der of the hk 

I find it the unanimous Opinion of all Officers, 
itary and Civil, and unlefs a farther and 

tine eft Method be taken, this will not 

pe fice mch longer to fupply the Num- 

bers requifite for the Servic ‘ 


f 
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not fo univerfally agreed upon. Some pro- 
pofe, that every Pariih, €7c. fhould raife a fet 
Number of Men in Proportion to their Rates 


any Number of Men requir’d. 


fy,would upPly 
ider, that many Places, that 


But if we con 


ave (and that almolkt of Confequence) the 
leaft Number of thefé idle People among them 


a very large Encroachment on the Englifh Li- 


found one of the Herculean Labours, 

I never met with any Man, but did agree, 
that VOLUNTIERS are in all Refpeéts prefer- 
rable to prefs’d Soldiers, The Difficulty is 
only where to find a fufficient Number of 
them, which I am confident would eafily be 
fupply’d, ifthey had but due Encouragement. 
. This leads me to the Confideration of the 
Objections Men ufually make againft the Ser- 
vice, of which thefe are all that I ever met 
with ; ill Ufage, the Continuance of the Ser- 
vice with little Hopes of Preferment , and 
the being turn’d over (or as they term it, be 


this Officer, ( fays one)hewould do me Juttice, 
and I-fhould not fcruple to go all the World o« 
ver with him, fome of my Neighbours too 
would bear me Com any, and we fhould be 
ailifting one to another in any Exigency. 

Ihave no Employment, and avail go, (lays 
another) if there were any Way to be clear a- 
gain; forl havea future Dependance, and 
when that comes, ’twill coft me half to get off, 
I would bear my Neighbour Company, lows a 
third) but I fhall be drawn from this Compa- 
ny to another, meet with curfed Officers, and 
be depriv’d of the Company of my Friends 
and Acquaintance, 

Thefeare the real Reafons I haveoften heard 

iven. Moft you Fellows, have an Itch to be 

Soldiers, but are diltehees d on the foregoing 
Confiderations, which I humbly prefume 
might.eafily be anfwer’d in a fhort Claufe to 
“That whofoever fhall thus voluntarily 
“ lift himfelf, thall immediately receive from 
* the Officer fo lifting him, a Certificate and 
“ Duplicate of the fame, to be kept, the one by 
“ himfelf, and the other to be lett with any 
“ Friend, and to the following Effeét. ' 

“ That & B. of, &c. hath this Day volun- 
“ tarily enterd himfelf a Soldier in the Regi- 
“ ment, roop,or Company of C--;there to ferve 
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But what that farther Method fhould be, is 
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“ for the Term. of - -- Years, wherefoever the 
: * faid 
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or the Land-Tax, which, without Controver rg Ly 
on$ o- st 
pay the greateft Proportion to the Land-Tax;55 KX Mey. bs purple 4 


4 P ‘fe 
twill be difficult for thofe to find them, uni Semel, awh TT 


lefs they fend fuch as are ufeful at Home,and/<y 
have lawful and vifible Employments to lives@ 44 


by, which cannot chufe but be thought 2.9, Zpy. 
berties ; fo that this Method, I doubt, will be 4 


ing bought and fold) to other Officers. Iknow 
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* {aid Regiment, T er Company fhall 
“a tar 


“ be commanded 
“ Which Certificate and 





te, fhall be 


“ fign’d by the faid- Officer, and fubferib’d by | he 
“ ane or more Juftice of the Peace, Mayor, Or | and 
e, where the Perlon thus en-} 


“* chief Magi bus ¢j 
“ter’d himfelf, and fhall be a fufficient Dif 
“ charge for the faid Soldier, after the Expi- 
“ ration of the faid two or three Years re- 
“ fpettively for which he fo lifted himfelf ; pro- 
“ vided, That at the Expiration of the faid 
* Term, the faid Soldier be not in any Place 
“ a@tually befieg’d, or before any fuch Place, 
‘ or facing an Enemy under daily Apprehen- 
‘“ fon of Action: But that in fuch Cafe he 
“ fhall abide "till the fgid Seige or Adtion be 
* over, orthe faid Regiment, Troop, orCom- 
“ nany be order’d into their Winter Quarters, 
“and fhall then be difcharg’d accordingly. 
“ And if the faid Soldier be willing to enter 
“‘ himfelf for two or three Years longer, he 
“ fhall then receive the like Advance-Money 
“ as: before, in Proportion to the refpective 
“Time he enters for. 
** AND fora farther Enconragement, That 
“ whofoever thas vohuntarily lilts himfe}t,upon 
“ producing fuch Certificate as aforefaid, fhall 
“ not, without his Confent, be drawn out of 
“ fuch Regiment, ‘Treop, of Company, into 
“‘ any other Regunent, ‘Troop, or Company, 
“ during the Term aforefaid, on Penaity, that 
“* the Officer fo offending, loofe his Commiffi- 
“on, and forfeit tothe Party grieved, his Ex- 
 ecutors; £76, =, to be recover’d by Action, 
“* Bill, Plaint, &a in any Court of Record in 
“ Weftminfler-Hall, or at any Aflizes, €%c,” 
By this Means the Volunticr, tho’ he have 
no other Profpect of Advance, would be affur'd 
that he may be clear’d; and thereby encourag’d 
to imagine he fhall have better Ufage, that 
he may: be tempted to re-enter’ himfelf at 
the End of his Term. : 
Shinehieeh, no: Peo A been difcours’d on 
is Subj and they have generally- been 
convine’d of the Reafonablenefs of the Pro- 
amc neither is the Thing it felf 2 meer 
; ee ee ithas 
in part been reduc’d to. Practice in all ‘Fimes, 
If we have Regard to‘former Times, we fhall 
find that England never wanted Men, for either 
Foreign rr Domefi k Service ; lmgher m4 
inexpertis ) molt young Fellows have an Itch 
towards it, . We have no Statutes of old for 
Prefling, and yet France has more than onc 
been humbled 
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2 hes efty’s Service. |.as Matters now ftand, he was not {ure ¢ 
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turn’d over to another Captain, Which, thy 
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form, yet the Thing exceeds his Expettatio, 
want _ his Compliment of Mer 
i the Fayour teaake good hig, 
e. And if the Practice were eltablith’¢ )., 
publick Authority, I fee no Reafon why ¢ 
thers fhould not have'the fame Succefg, ~ 
__Thave met with only this Objection, 7),,, 
if this were prattis’d, that“aftér two ér thir. 
Years, for which Merrare lifted, thére yo); 
be a fudden Defertion, keg 
To which, I arnifwer, There will bea perne 
tual Succefiion of Voluntiers; to fupply. ¢), 
Defect of'thofethat come offs and that if the, 
were not, yet I meddle not here with preG 
Men, {f0-thefe would be continu’d:as before 
and the Law remain in full. Force tor fendipe 
fuch diforderiy Perfons as are now liabj; 
The Statute for punithing Mutiniers and }.. 
ferters, might fl) continue as now, the addi. 
tional Number ef Volunticrs would only; hay, 
the Priviledges afore-mention’d, which woulj 
bear no Propertion to. the Army in being by: 
would bea iuceetlive Recruiting to them. - 
Befides,the Chaigeot Advance-Money might : 
hereby be leflen’d. The prefént Advance of, o 
Voluntier, is 405. Now, 2 believe few wil Dif 
queftion, but the fame Perfon now lifting for 
40 §, will with much more Satisfaction fy, MES. 
the Priviledge ef being diftharg’d, ifhe thin 4 
fit,attwo Years End, be content with 205, aa WS" 
if at three Years, for 30s. Befides, the Num. M3 
ber of Deferters cannot then be‘prefim’d to Mm". 
be fo many. Men will undergo any Diffiah th 
ties, when they have the End of them in ther 
View, rather than run the Haggard of fue (im * 
ing Death for Defertion. And doubileh I >" 
molt of thofe that now fculk ‘yp and dows ha 
under daily Apprehenfions on that Account, 
would gladly return to their Colours, if thy 
might be pardon’d for ferving three Yan i 
pagecs a will 7 vagy Ballance the ne 
vance-Money 'd''to iven agai . 
to Voluntiers at fhe End of lie Berna” a 
Roger, this Method might be as effectualin fm > 


Manning the Fleet, as in recruiting the Army; " 
upon that “Account I hinted the: Projet th 
fome Yearsago; and one geod it wold 
seed ol young Fellows thus ferving alte- 
diftiplin’d Men for Defence of the Realn—. 
But enough of ‘Martial Difcourfe. for om 
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taining them then, was by Indént t be- 
tween the ee snd the Office oaiie sepa . 
om hovacs thean; “whe ad weaituin: Ber. S| 
peter Jar-ve the appoi ; eithe: 
for the Borders, or b 


for a certain Time, 


Year. For thi , fee the Stat. 18.: 6.48.19. bs 


7. Hen, J.T, 3: 
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